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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
today, on Capitol Hill, we are watching
several hundred dedicated volunteers
fan out to share their vision of the
United States’ providing leadership for
safe drinking water and sanitation
around the globe.

They will point out that, today,
women will spend 200 million hours
gathering water for their families—200
million hours that will not be spent
farming or in economic enterprise, 200
million hours that will not be spent in
school, 200 million hours that too often
take them away from the village and
put them at risk for physical sexual as-
sault. They will be talking to our col-
leagues on Capitol Hill about some
critical legislation that my colleague
TED POE and I have introduced, H.R.
2901, the Paul Simon Water for the
World Act, which will, in a deficit-neu-
tral fashion, help refine the approach
that the United States, the USAID, and
the State Department take in pro-
viding water assistance around the
globe.

I must say, this morning I heard, in
an eloquent fashion, Congressman POE
lay out the need, the vision, and the so-
lution. I cannot say enough about the
bipartisan leadership of my colleague
from Texas. He points out that, as a
Democrat from the Northwest, I don’t
have all that much in common with my
Republican friend from Texas, but this
is an area in which we are united. The
United States must do all it can to pre-
vent unnecessary disease and death
from contaminated water, but it goes
beyond issues of disease and sanitation.

Look at what has happened in Syria.
Between 2006 and 2011, nearly 60 per-
cent of Syria’s landmass was ravaged
by a severe drought. The water table
was already too low because of irre-
sponsible farming practices. It wiped
out the livelihoods of almost a million
Syrian farmers, and it created a mas-
sive population of drought refugees
that flooded into the cities and added
to the instability of that tragic coun-
try.

It did not cause the civil war, but the
failure of the government to respond to
the drought played a huge role in fuel-
ing the uprising, made possible by that
sad, tragic consequence of events. Now
the fourth largest city in Jordan is a
refugee camp where men and women
and children are fighting for survival
and water as they cross the border to
escape the violence. And this is a grow-
ing problem. The global population has
now passed 7 billion people, and much
of that growth has taken place in Sub-
Saharan Africa and Asia, two regions
of the world in greatest need when it
comes to water and sanitation.

Mr. Speaker, we have within our ca-
pacity the ability to make a difference,
and I am pleased to have worked with
volunteers from coast to coast—from
churches and rotary clubs and stu-
dents—who are making a difference in
their own communities. It is important
for Congress to pass the Water for the
World Act and to support the terrific
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work of Congresswomen GRANGER and
LOWEY, on the Appropriations Com-
mittee, that has protected and has ac-
tually enhanced a little bit this impor-
tant money that the United States pro-
vides—a small amount in the overall
scheme of things but one that has a
tremendous impact on lives around the
world.

I urge my colleagues to take the time
to listen to these dedicated volunteers.
They have a message we should take to
heart and act upon.

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

In this Chamber where the people’s
House gathers, we pause to offer You
gratitude for the gift of this good land
on which we live and for this great Na-
tion which You have inspired in devel-
oping over so many years. Continue to
inspire the American people, that
through the difficulties of these days
we might keep liberty and justice alive
in our Nation and in the world.

Bless the Members of this assembly
with the wisdom they need to conduct
the Nation’s business with an eye to-
ward the benefit of all, especially those
most in need.

Bless as well the citizens of Ukraine,
whose Prime Minister visits the Con-
gress today. May our Nation be a good
friend to that nation during these tur-
bulent times, and may peace prevail in
that part of the world.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. BROWNLEY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
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Ms. BROWNLEY of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
CAPTAIN JAMES HENRY CULLEN

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of Captain
James Henry Cullen. Captain Cullen
was born in my hometown of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, on January 9, 1923, and
died in Springfield, Virginia, on Sep-
tember 9 last year. He grew up in Price
Hill, attended Elder High School, and
was a graduate of Xavier University.

Captain Cullen led a distinguished
life and an honorable one as a devoted
husband and father and as an accom-
plished naval officer.

As executive officer of the USS Gua-
dalcanal, he oversaw the recovery of
the Apollo 9 space capsule in the Atlan-
tic Ocean. He also served as director of
operations, Pearl Harbor, and chief of
staff Third Fleet, with responsibility
for antisubmarine warfare in the Pa-
cific and Indian Oceans, and was
awarded the Gold Star.

Captain Cullen epitomized the term
‘““America’s Greatest Generation.” Our
country has benefited greatly from his
service, and as Americans, we owe him
a debt of gratitude.

Full military honors at Arlington
National Cemetery for Captain Cullen
will take place on March 24.

Well done, Captain Cullen, and may
you rest in peace.

———

FREEDOM OF THE INDIVIDUAL

(Mr. BERA of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BERA of California. Mr. Speaker,
today, I want to speak about a case the
Supreme Court is going to hear in a
week, the Hobby Lobby case.

As a doctor, I took an oath to provide
my patients with the best medical ad-
vice possible and empower them to
make the decisions that impact their
lives and to put them in charge.
Women should be free to make the
health care decisions that work best
for them and respect their own faith
and personal circumstances.

Allowing bosses to pick and choose
the health care their employees receive
sets a very dangerous precedent that
could have far-reaching consequences.
That is why the Hobby Lobby case that
will be argued before the Supreme
Court later this month is so important.
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